WRITING A NEW CHAPTER
Jan. 7 & 8, 2012
 Phil. 3:14
I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ.
We have just come through the season of Christmas; a season that is about a new beginning; a new life was born; a life like no other ever before or since. Christmas is about fulfillment. Christmas is about ushering in God-with-us.  Christmas is the ideal metaphor for where we are right now.  
We are all part the history of ABE/LL. Even though our reasons for coming vary greatly,  some came with LifeLifters, others from a small church in Newburgh, still others from Calvary Baptist, East Side and Eastern Heights. Some have come because of friends or the fitness program or daycare.  But whatever the reason, we have decided to be a unified whole that is now known as American Baptist East/LifeLifters Community. We are a church family that is dynamic and ever-changing.  
Perhaps, as we look around this familiar room, we tell ourselves that we are experiencing a fixed point in time; that we have arrived and can sit satisfied in our pews. Nothing more needs to be done. We’re good.   That is only an illusion.  We have not landed. We have not arrived at a destination where we disembark and settle down. Even The Children of Israel, upon reaching the Promised Land, had to continue to work to claim it. They couldn’t just raise their hands in a great victory shout and say, “We have made it. Let’s rest!” Their work was still before them.

That is also true for us.  We are going to continue to move; to vibrate; to radiate; to transform ourselves. We must work together to create more history.  I believe this is exactly the will of the God we worship; the God we have discovered in Jesus.  If God intended for our church, or any church, to be stagnant then Christmas would have never been necessary. Christmas informs us that God is continuing to write the story of the divine relationship between God and humankind. If God wants the story to advance then we must be obedient to that divine desire. We are called to keep the pen to the paper, so to speak.
So, let us, with humility, wonder, and obedience, continue to write our exciting story. Let us begin to create our next new chapter together.

{Insert books pictures doc.}

I am sure most of us have never written a novel or as the kids call them, chapter books, but we certainly know  one when we see one. We read them because they are entertaining or informative; exciting or enlightening; romantic or mysterious. We read because we get something from the experience.  Books take us places we can only imagine and give us thrills daily life cannot.  We are drawn into the story and it begins to belong to us. Have you ever read a book that made you say, “I just couldn’t put it down!”? Yeah, like that. You know what I mean too. You are exhausted but still turning pages at 1 in the morning. You tell yourself you Will put the book down when you finish the chapter you are reading, when, wouldn’t you just know, the heroine walks into a dark room with only a flickering candle, when suddenly blasts of  bright light break open the darkness. What she sees stops her in her tracks. End of chapter. Right, you can’t stop reading now!
That is what a good story will do for you.  Imagine receiving a book from a friend only to discover it had just one chapter that set up the tale but never completed it. You probably won’t be losing any sleep over a book like that.

Good stories also artfully spiral back to characters, themes and actions from other chapters. They link the past chapters with the latest and cause the story to run deeper and with greater complexity. Authors don’t compose one chapter, delete it, then compose the next. They advance the story with more chapters, more character interaction, more unresolved excitement.  That, I think, is pretty close to where we are right now.  We are participating in the story of ABE/LL and we are the plot line, the action, the characters, and the author. In order to keep writing, we may need to be reminded of some guidelines successful novelists follow.  They will surely work for us too.
· Slow down….Churches often make a critical error in times like these. They worry that there is no Senior Pastor so the jump at the first good sermon they hear from one of the first candidates.  It seldom goes well. Just image your spouse has just died and in the next month your remarry. I can tell you that is usually a disaster. The same is true of rushing into a decision like the one before us now. Take care. Take time. Pray and wait upon the Lord to lead us to the person who is best able to take on the important jobs of pastor/shepherd/counselor/innovator/friend.
· Be present…Obediently, faithfully, attend worship services, special events, small group studies and so forth. Be present with your church family.  You may not realize this but we draw comfort from each other, even if it goes unspoken.  We look around and see other members (in their places of course) and we gain a sense that all is well. People are in place and God is with us.  This is powerful though quite subtle.  Your presence matters to God and to each other. 
· Shut down distractions…avoid language like “We have always done it this way!”  “I don’t want anything to change”  “I am afraid things will change.”
· Think about the direction of the story:  Where it has been. Where it is heading …We have already begun the conversation about our future and it continues, just as it should.  Respectfully discuss your thoughts, hopes and dreams for ABE/LL with others and listen deeply to their dreams as well.  Pray together for us now and for our future as a community of faith. Be intentional...the story won’t write itself. You must do the research, study and work

· Seek wholeness…good self-care and good care of family and others is key to growing together as a family of faith.  We must be in balance because writing is not all there is to creating a story!
· Be glad we are not writing alone…
What does Hebrews 12:2 say?
Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
God is present with us in this process. God is truly the author and perfecter of our story here.  
Remember that, while we have come here seeking God, it is because God has already sought us. We are drawn into this particular story at this particular time with these particular characters because God first called us and urges onward. Fix our eyes upon Jesus and we will not be distracted by silly differences or personal agendas. We will invest our energies in love as Jesus taught us to do in John’s Gospel.
	John 15:12-16
12. This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 

13. No one has greater love that this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends

14. You are my friends if you do what I command you.

15. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 
16. You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you.

God has called us to this place and time to bear fruit. Perhaps that should be the name of our new chapter. Bearing Fruit for Jesus.
With that scripture in mind let’s ask ourselves some questions about the empty pages laid out before us.

1. Is this where the story takes a new direction? 
2.  What familiar themes from the past chapters should we incorporate now? Any? All? None?

3. What sorts of characters have helped us in the past? Who will help us in the present and future?

Let me answer that last question, at least in part, by introducing some familiar and new characters to all of you.




Let me invite the members of these committees to come forward so you can meet them.
Staff, Officers, Trustees, Deacons, Pulpit/Search Committee, and Small Group Leaders. 
As they come forward, just remember, there is no story without the characters.  

INTRO ALL MEMBERS PRESENT

You will notice their names placed on the “people we are praying for” bulletin in the hallway.  Please be in prayer for all these good people who have offered themselves in the service of our church family.  Your prayers are powerful and so important. I can promise you, all of those you see here covet your heartfelt prayers.
PRAYER FOR THOSE IN SERVICE

Thank you all for your willingness to serve. May God continue to bless you as you minister to us and with us.
THEY RETURN TO THEIR SEATS

After we close, be sure to introduce yourselves to those you don’t know. If you would like to fill any of these vital roles in the future let someone know. Remember, our task is to follow Jesus, who said of himself in Luke 22:27 “I am among you as one who serves.” And there are countless ways to offer yourself in service.
MOPS is always in need of faithful volunteers, Bereavement meals, We’re Kidd’n,  helping Jason Miller with the building and the grounds, Sports Activities with Jay, The GodSquad community care team, Teaching, forming and leading a small group, Working in the Community Garden, preparing meals, Helping people move, GriefShare and Divorce Care leader, in-home caregiving,  running errands for homebound folks.  Handyman/handywoman work for church members, meals for new parents, and so much more. 
Again, let me say that our Lord Jesus was among us as “one who serves” and that is our call too.
And if we do follow Jesus we can truly celebrate our past, present and future together because we know God has only our best in mind.  When we are present and we do serve we can be assured that these often spoken and famously misinterpreted words will be our truth
Romans 8:28
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.
We are surely called according to God’s purpose to stand together, lean on Christ, and be there for each other in real and meaningful ways.
So here is my challenge and request.  Last week I asked you to commit to attending all three services sometime in the next 3 months. This is my new request... In these next two weeks I want to hear from each of you if possible. I would love to read your version of our next new chapter; your dreams, visions and prayers.  This information will be helpful to the pulpit search committee and to me.  Please thoughtfully set down your ideas and send them to me via email, snail mail.  I truly do want to hear from you. Remember we are writing this together with the Lord.

My email address is angepastor@evvabe.com
angehumphrey@gmail.com
Church address is        6300 Washington Ave

Evansville IN   47715

Before we head home, please enjoy this video. It is a visual presentation of who we are, where we have come from, and how we got together. Do you know the stories? How East Side and Eastern Heights worked to merge and finally made it?

Do you know how our lively LifeLifters came to worship here?  Great story.

Are you aware there was once a small house church in Newburgh that had been in shopping center, and at last here? Have you met our friends from Calvary Baptist? They brought with them a great legacy of faith.

LifeLifters, East Side, Eastern Heights, Newburgh House Church, and all the others who have come for other reasons.
Jennifer and Tim Vire and family,

Andy and Julie Chandler, Angie Pasqual and Marcie Eller and the triplets,

Mindy and Chris Ragsdale with Asher and Mom Rebecca.  How about The Duggers, The Ralphs, The Daniels?  Ask someone to tell you their story.
After services you can look through some fascinating scrapbooks and pictures on display in the fellowship hall. You will also see the banner that carries the signatures of our American Baptist East Charter members. During that time I hope you will ask others how they found their way here. Very interesting stories, I can tell you! Get to know them then commit to pray for them. What a great and gracious way to express your friendship.
And I will close with our first scripture:

Phil. 3:14
I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ.
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