PLANET EARTH
ABE/LL APRIL 25 AND 26, 2009
Look in your bulletins or on the screen and you will see a verse from the Psalms, chapter 24.  I would like to invite you to read this aloud with me. As we read together, please ask the Lord to open your hearts and minds to the power and purpose of this statement about life on planet earth

Psalm 24

 1The earth is the LORD’s, and the fullness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein.
The earth is the Lord’s and what has the Lord said about the care of the earth?  Well, The Lord has charged humankind to care for it as a beloved creation.  We see that in the telling of the creation stories found in Genesis 1 and 2.  In both these accounts God’s actions call all that is into existence. In Genesis 1 God as Spirit hovers over cosmic void and speaks all things into being.  God’s very first words are found in verse 3, “Let there be light.” Let there be light indeed. The kind that illuminates our minds and hearts to the current situation here on Planet Earth
Genesis 1

 1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 

 2 Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 

 3 And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was good, and He separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light "day," and the darkness he called "night." And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day. 

 6 And God said, "Let there be an expanse between the waters to separate water from water." 7 So God made the expanse and separated the water under the expanse from the water above it. And it was so. 8 God called the expanse "sky." And there was evening, and there was morning—the second day. 

 9 And God said, "Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground appear." And it was so. 10 God called the dry ground "land," and the gathered waters he called "seas." And God saw that it was good. 

 11 Then God said, "Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds." And it was so. 12 The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening, and there was morning—the third day. 

 14 And God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth." And it was so. 16 God made two great lights—the greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars. 17 God set them in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth, 18 to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening, and there was morning—the fourth day. 

 20 And God said, "Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the sky." 21 So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living and moving thing with which the water teems, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them and said, "Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth." 23 And there was evening, and there was morning—the fifth day. 

 24 And God said, "Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds: livestock, creatures that move along the ground, and wild animals, each according to its kind." And it was so. 25 God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures that move along the ground according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 

 26 Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground." 

 27 So God created man in his own image, 
       in the image of God he created him; 
       male and female he created them. 

 28 God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground." 

 29 Then God said, "I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 30 And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the ground—everything that has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for food." And it was so. 

 31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning—the sixth day.
Genesis 2:15
15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 
(planet earth video)
The world has spun a bazillion times since that first day; moving in its assigned place in the solar system.  Winter, Spring, Summer, Fall, round and round all the while moving outward as the universe expands and sweeps its way through what we call space. There have been ice ages, droughts, steaming swamps, earthquakes that caused the ground to race into the sky forming majestic mountains and grand canyons. Leaves form and fall; grass carpets the plains to feed wildlife; rivers sparkle with life-giving water; oceans feed marine life and human life. Planet Earth is a miracle that happens every single day.  

Unfortunately for all of us, humankind has taken the Lord’s directives to subdue and rule and have dominion to its extreme.  Generations of humans have fairly beaten our world to bits in the name of progress and in the spirit of greed.  Our planet has issues.

 Now I am not here today to argue about creationism vs. Big Bang or if the scripture stories of how the world came into being is a literal account or a creation myth told to refute the pagan creation myths that Israel’s captors taught. While a fascinating and provocative study, it is beyond the scope of the message today. Today, I want us to examine the state of the globe as people of faith.  As people of faith, we have a sacred obligation to this big blue marble.  Sacred because we say we believe that God formed the earth and all that is in it and on it.  Myth or not, there is an overarching sense that something divine caused our universe; brought order out of chaos; set things in motion with complexity and intention.
We agree with the scriptures that God placed human kind here to care for all life on earth; to have dominion. The Hebrew word here is RADAH (raw-daw) which means to tread down, to subjugate, to prevail against.  Did you hear all that?  Well, I believe we have certainly run roughshod over nature, but did God really mean that? Remember, to the ancient people God tamed chaos to create order and, it would seem, they still feared nature could get out of control so they had to stay on top of things to manage the planet.  How these words work for us today is as a loving reminder is that we are called upon to learn about the earth and put that knowledge to use protecting, tending, and ultimately enjoying the abundance of this unique place.  At least we pay lip service to this idea.
I did an informal poll with my colleagues in other faith traditions by asking them this question, “As a person of faith, what is your personal ethic on environmental issues?”

Rabbi Helen; my personal and religious obligation is to look after the earth.  The unfortunate translations that are out there, is that we may exploit the earth etc, a better translation is that we may utilize the earth, but that we are the GUARDIANS of the earth.  Hence…
David: ALL life is to be revered, respected… Truth is… I see God in everything.   
I feel that what we do to anything else… a plant, person, earth or water we ultimately do to ourselves.   It is a shame that in our selfishness and arrogance we do not know this and have abused the very things which give us life.  
Our sciences and technological advancements over the past century have given us an unbelievable lifestyle.   However, it is not that easy or simple.    In the rush to gain “more” we have also lost much.   We know that we are affecting this planet.   The question is how do we enjoy our progress while making sure ALL of us… including the earth and all its’ inhabitants…… are honored as well.   
 

Sara:  As for me and my house.... I believe in the deepest part of my heart, that we have an obligation to care for God's Creation.

We honor God when we do this. We dishonor God when we don't.

I have a friend who argues that the primary message of the Bible can be summed up in three words "Don't hurt anything."

This includes the planet
Bob: My personal ethic on the environment?  Use less electrical energy by turning lights off, drive the ___ to conserve gas, keep the car tuned up, use less water, use cold water rather than hot when feasible, keep the thermostat set on a moderate temperature summer and winter, never throw away good food, dispose of waste properly, never litter, and vote for candidates whom I think are environmentally aware.  

Gosh, I didn't realize I did this much!  And it isn't much.

Deane: Our seventh principle is "respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part."

Pres. of UUA; Ministry in an age of global environmental crisis means helping people find genuine connection with others. We can learn from environmental pioneers who have gone before us, from whose lives we can draw inspiration, knowledge and empowerment. And we can connect with those on the journey now, working for environmental justice with us today.  I have long been committed to engaged spirituality because it is a source of both hope and action.
  
And so, I pose the same question to you; As people of faith, what is your personal ethic on environmental issues?  Have you given it any thought?  
This week, Wednesday, in fact, the nation celebrated Earth Day.
(earth day 2009 logo)   http://www.earthday.net/
Did you even notice?  Not a glamorous National holiday. I mean there are no gifts exchanged, no chocolate bunnies to consume, no turkeys and sweet potatoes to eat around the family table, no flowers and chocolates to bring to our sweethearts. Earth Day is  not a flashy holiday at all, but maybe one of the most important. Certainly, that point is arguable.  But for the sake of argument, let’s look deeper into the theological ramifications of rightly loving our planet.
40 years ago last November a new movement advanced onto the national/international scene.  It was called EARTH DAY, and it was founded by Senator Gaylord Nelson,

Who is one of those “pioneers” the last quote referred to.
(pic of Nelson here)
The Earth Day website shares this story of the Genesis of Earth Day. Actually, the idea evolved over a period of seven years starting in 1962. For several years, it had been troubling Sen. Nelson that the state of our environment was simply a non-issue in the politics of the country. Finally, in November 1962, an idea occurred to him that was a virtual cinch to put the environment into the political "limelight" once and for all. The idea was to persuade President Kennedy to give visibility to this issue by going on a national conservation tour. Nelson flew to Washington to discuss the proposal with Attorney General Robert Kennedy, who liked the idea. So did the President. The President began his five-day, eleven-state conservation tour in September 1963. For many reasons the tour did not succeed in putting the issue onto the national political agenda. However, it was the germ of the idea that ultimately flowered into Earth Day. Senator Nelson continued to speak on environmental issues and realized that the people were concerned  about th issues but the politicians were not.

So he got the idea to hook into the “Teach-ins” on college campuses that were focusing attention on the War in Vietnam and driving the anti-war movement. Nelson announced that in the spring of 1970 there would be a nationwide grassroots demonstration on behalf of the environment and invited everyone to participate. The wire services carried the story from coast to coast. The response was electric. It took off like gangbusters. Telegrams, letters, and telephone inquiries poured in from all across the country. The American people finally had a forum to express its concern about what was happening to the land, rivers, lakes, and air - and they did so with spectacular exuberance.

As I said, 40 years have passed since that first Earth Day “teach-in” and a lot has changed for our delicate planet.  Because of the efforts of many hard working and passionate crusaders, environmental concerns have entered every level of our consciousness and Pop Culture.

Dreams for environmentally friendly products are being realized every day.  From these (hold up new light bulb) to this (Hold up 7th Generation Laundry Soap) to this 

(pic of Melissa’s car)
The market is presenting us with many more Green choices in homebuilding, electronics, aviation, fuels, foods, waste disposal, recycling centers, paper products and house paint.   We can choose to Go Green without sacrificing quality.  Yes, a new day for marketing has dawned, but I am not sure the message has reached our collective DNA.   We may even have a false sense that all the issues are being handled “out there” by “they”.  In developed countries such as ours, we have access to so many resources but the rest of our planet is not so fortunate.  Going Green is a non-issue when you can’t even locate drinkable water or provide food for your family.   Getting money to support the tribe often means hacking into the precious, life-giving rain forests and overfishing the life-giving seas.   Women in certain parts of Nigeria walk  five miles each way, several times a day, just to get water for their families and the water they carry is not pure.  The world’s population “out there” and “over there” is suffering to a staggering degree simply because there is no clean water.  The need is so great that tribes, villages and nations are at war over watering holes.
Think about our planet.  We call it planet “earth” but really it might be better described as planet “water”. The exact percentage of water (on Earth) is 71.11%.  Also the exact percentage of land (on Earth) is 28.89% 

  Yet clean, accessible drinking water is not available to so much of our earth’s populations.  As the saying goes, “Water, water everywhere and not a drop to drink.”
                                                       (Vid of oceans, lakes and streams)
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Every year there are 1.6 million deaths from diarrhea related to unsafe water, sanitation, and hygiene—the vast majority among children under 5. More than one billion people lack access to an improved water source
Our own Karen Becher travels to Haiti to improve the health and well being of those who suffer there. Clean drinking water is a critical health issue for the Haitian people, as is basic nutrition.
 Talk to her one on one to find out what is being done and what is yet to be done in Haiti.  You will be very interested I am sure. Thank you, Karen, for all you do.

In India, where our own John Baker lives, 21 million people do not have access to basic sanitation which leads to ravaging disease and destruction of any possibility of public health.

In The Repubiic of Yemen in the Middle East, the health of a population is closely related to their access to safe drinking water. The dire shortage o fresh water sources in Yemen and the lack of proper sewage systems contribute to the emergence and spread of contagious diseases. 
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A stew of toxins seeps into our water supply. 


  Yet the connection between water sources and water-borne diseases is not currently monitored. Less than half of the population has access to safe water and sanitation.   Only half of Yemen’s water sources are considered to be safe, according to the World Health Organization. Others either need treatment or should be completely.
Those are just a few examples.  The scope of the current crisis is difficult to imagine. If you would like to learn more the internet or your local library can provide you with information. Ask about World Water and the World Health Organization for starters.
God gave us this earth to thrive upon, but not everyone is thriving.  My prayer is that we all pause to think every time we leave the faucet running to brush our teeth; every time we over eat; every time we purchase products that destroy our natural resources; every time we leave the lights on at home; every time we dump gunk into our local landfills and lakes; every time we make a decision that seems convenient for us but is  deadly to the planet.   Doing just a few mindful things to cut back on our personal carbon footprint, as it is called, can go a long way toward improving life on planet earth.  
 Remember that God loved and loves the world.  For followers of Christ, that means we can and should love the world too, wanting the very best for all creatures great and small. God appeared among us as Jesus to reconcile the world, to restore us, to free us from all evil, Jesus said, in John 10:10, “I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.”  
May God open our minds and our hearts to this truth, the planet is a gift from God and we are its caregivers. May we treasure it, nurture it, and leave it in good health for those who are yet to come.  
                      (sing WHAT A WONDERFUL WORLD)
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