FAMILY FEUD

ABE/LL   JAN.10 AND 11, 2009

If I said to you, “Survey says…” What immediately pops into your minds?  

Right. The popular TV game show, Family Feud. 
This lively game came on the TV scene back in 1976.  Can you remember the name of the original show host?  Richard Dawson.  

The show pits two family units against each other in a battle of wits. Various categories or themes have been publically surveyed to arrive at the most common answers. The contestants have to guess what the results of the survey might be.

In fact, let’s give it a shot. What do you say we play a round of ABE/LL Family Feud?  We’ll divide the congregation into two teams. If you have an answer raise your hand or jump to your feet, fast.

Here’s the toss up question: In the famous hymn, Amazing Grace, how long will we have been there singing God’s praise?   [10,000 years]

                The Category is: WHAT HAPPENS AT CHURCH?
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Well done “families”.  You cooperated, you helped each other out, and you offered support, just like good families should.  But what happens when families are not at odds with other families such as the Family Feud experience, but are battling each other?  What happens when family members turn on their own

Have you ever been there?  Maybe you are there right now?  It’s painful, isn’t it?  Divisive, destructive, and even dangerous.  Every day we hear stories of husbands abusing wives and children; children hatching murderous plots toward their parents; adult children of seniors abusing and misusing their aged parents.  When families feud everyone loses.

It’s likely your family feuds are not as deadly as the ones I just mentioned, at least I hope so.  Your cousins and siblings may be fighting about your deceased mother’s antique bedroom set and papaw’s tools.  Perhaps you and yours are not speaking because your parents made it obvious who the favorite child was, and it wasn’t you. You still feel the stabbing pain of rejections each time you are with them so you just don’t communicate.  Could be that your adult children behave more like children than adults and you feel guilty.  “I must have caused this. It’s my fault they are unable to hold a job or find a healthy relationship.”  

Does any of this sound familiar?  If so hang in there because we are going to take a look at three stories from the Gospel of Luke that address family feuds.  As always, we can turn our eyes upon Jesus to discover his particular conflict resolution tactics.

WWJD?  Let’s see.

In our first story two brothers have a problem that will resonate with many of you. Their family feud is over an inheritance. This scriptural event could go almost unnoticed due to its brevity.  Though only three short verses the impact is huge.
Luke 12:13-15

13  Someone in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me." 

 14  Jesus replied, "Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?" 
15  Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions."
Immediately we are struck with an astonishing question from Jesus. “Who made me judge….?”  Well, we might be thinking, “Oh let me see…God!” From our perspective we certainly know what qualifies Jesus to settle an issue of sibling rivalry, but the two brothers don’t have that advantage.  They recognize Jesus must be something special, someone of authority, but God? Probably not.

Notice that Jesus does not say, “You boys need to seek legal advice.” Nor did he suggest that the money shouldn’t matter.  What he does say turns the focus from the money to relationship. In their relationship greed has taken precedence over brotherly love and family connection. They have spent their precious time and energy grasping for material security and this grasping greed has guided the formation of their characters.  Now, instead of love and support the brothers are torn apart by selfishness and greed.  Jesus wants them, and us, to realize that serving God will silence our egos and help us focus on God’s supply.  What did Jeff say last weekend?  “Submit to God”. That is the moral of this short story of the battling brothers. Submission to God’s goodness will bring our actions into agreement with God and agreement with God can bring agreement between siblings too.

Our next situation involves two sisters who are playing hostesses to the Lord himself.  These two famous sisters have captured our imaginations for centuries and their story invites us all to ask ourselves, “Which sister am I?” Meet Mary and Martha, sisters of Lazarus.

Luke 10:38-42
38  As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named Martha opened her home to him.
39  She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet listening to what he said.
 40  But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked, "Lord, don't you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!" 

 41 "Martha, Martha," the Lord answered, "you are worried and upset about many things, 
42  but only one thing is needed.  Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her."
Martha and Mary are two sisters with two very different temperaments. Anyone out there a polar opposite of other siblings? Of course.  It is only natural that the sisters respond to Jesus’ visit out of their core personalities. Based on the picture of Martha painted in these verses she appears to be a type –A personality, a “get ’er done” sort. Pragmatic, intense, detailed, and a perfectionist.  Order is the order of her day. Mary, on the other hand, is an intuitive dreamer who embraces the moment and relishes the divine presence before her. People are probably drawn to her easy going manner and her delightful persona.  It isn’t difficult to see why these two sisters might clash.
Jesus is, again, called upon to settle the score by the demanding Martha.  Get this. She actually has the audacity to command the Lord of all Creation to force her sister to get up and get with it.  I have to say, she is the kind of woman I want on my side when a fight breaks out!  In any case, Jesus lovingly offers the frustrated Martha a new way to view things.  But Jesus wants nothing from her but her. The food and hospitality are certainly welcome, but Jesus will be fed by Martha’s change of attitude. The “one thing” needed, Jesus mentions, may just be that simple thing…a change of heart. 
An encounter with Jesus brings with it the power to set aside the tyranny of the urgent to make way for what is holy and important.  

Martha and the angry brother we first mentioned both needed to stop their escalating bitterness before it gained total control of them.  Resisting Evil, the second point Pastor Jeff made last week, is what is in play here.  Resist the evil desire to be right over righteous, and love will win the day. Family Feuds recede into the corner and relationships can be restored when love is valued over personal agendas.
Our last Jesus story is really a parable, and a famous one at that.  Do you know the parable of the Prodigal Son?  Among the parables of Jesus, this is one of the richest and most elegant.  Now it is quite long so I won’t have it flashed upon the screen here.  Listen carefully to see if you can recognize the key points in this familiar family feud. As you listen, please hear the third powerful point from last Sunday’s message.  Remember?  It was ”Repent”.
Our story is found in Luke 15:11-32
The Parable of the Lost Son 

 11 Jesus continued: "There was a man who had two sons.  

12 The younger one said to his father, 'Father, give me my share of the estate.' So he divided his property between them. 

 13 "Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 
14  After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 

15  So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 

16  He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 

 17  "When he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my father's hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 

18  I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 

19  I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.' 

20  So he got up and went to his father.  "But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 

 21  "The son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.[a]' 

 22  "But the father said to his servants, 'Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.
23  Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast and celebrate.
24  For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' So they began to celebrate. 

 25  "Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and dancing. 

26  So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on.

 27  'Your brother has come,' he replied, 'and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.' 

 28 "The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him.  

29  But he answered his father, 'Look! All these years I've been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 

30  But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!' 

 31  " 'My son,' the father said, 'you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 

32  But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost .

Boy, has this family got issues! In ancient times the brashness of the younger son demanding that the father release his inheritance NOW would have been shocking.  The listeners may have even thought, “That young man should have been stoned to death for such inappropriate and disrespectful behavior.” The OT would have backed up their thinking too.  In Deuteronomy 21 we learn what the Law of Moses says about sons like the young man in the parable. 

18  If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who does not obey his father and mother and will not listen to them when they discipline him, 
19  his father and mother shall take hold of him and bring him to the elders at the gate of his town. 
20  They shall say to the elders, "This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious. He will not obey us. He is a profligate and a drunkard." 
21  Then all the men of his town shall stone him to death. You must purge the evil from among you. All Israel will hear of it and be afraid. 
I am sure the young man was so blind to right thinking, right behavior, parental respect etc. that he didn’t give a rip about the Law of Moses either.  It was all about him.

He ruined himself and crashed to the lowest level of indignity any Jew could reach…feeding swine, THE most unclean of unclean animals.  Why, he even longed to eat pig food.  

After sobering up he realized what he had done to himself and his father.  Sorrow and regret began to take root in his besotted heart. Hungry for forgiveness and reconnection with his Father, he travels home, rehearsing his speech. He will take the role of a servant just to be home again.

His father does not give him his comeuppance, does he.  No, he sees his son coming along way off and runs to him, embracing him. Ignoring his son’s sincere repentance he dons the family best and restores him to his rightful place in the family.  Wouldn’t that have been a lovely end to this story?  Dad and son reunited.  Jesus did not wish to leave us hanging with a fairytale ending though.  The house is rockin’ and the mouthwatering smell of roasted meet wafts through the air.  The older brother is more that miffed.  Again the loving father, comes to the son, tells him a sweet truth and asks him to celebrate with the family for the return of his brother.  Bitterness has taken root though and we ar left with the sense that big brother is going to nurse his grudge instead of celebrate the brother’s return to the family. Remember something key here…the older brother got his inheritance too. When the father divided the loot, he gave big brother his part as well.  What was the nature of his feud?  He was jealous.  “Dad always did like you best!” he seemed to say.  He cared nothing for his brother’s new life and even less for his loving father’s joy.  

Jesus told that story in an effort to teach many layers of lessons.  For our purposes here, we see how bitterness destroys relationships. It hurts everyone, but especially the one holding onto the hate.  Jesus shows us that repentance brings forgiveness and submission to God gives us all the power to resist evil and overcome strife.eHWhy
All three of these Biblical events point the combatants away from the conflict to Jesus.  Each time Jesus offered a better way to see the situation at hand.  He encouraged them to come away from the divisiveness and to set aside their victim mentality so that they could rest in his unchanging grace and be guided to the path of personal peace.  

Submit to God; Resist Evil; Repent of selfish desires. When you do your own family feuds may become more like the friendly competition of the game show by the same name.  What will it be?   Survey says……e
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