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Judges 16:4-20

Samson: “Sexual Sin-The Lie We Just Never Seem to Quit Listening To”

Judges 16
4 Some time later, he fell in love with a woman in the Valley of Sorek whose name was Delilah. 5 The rulers of the Philistines went to her and said, "See if you can lure him into showing you the secret of his great strength and how we can overpower him so we may tie him up and subdue him. Each one of us will give you eleven hundred shekels of silver." 
6 So Delilah said to Samson, "Tell me the secret of your great strength and how you can be tied up and subdued." 7 Samson answered her, "If anyone ties me with seven fresh thongs that have not been dried, I'll become as weak as any other man." 8 Then the rulers of the Philistines brought her seven fresh thongs that had not been dried, and she tied him with them. 9 With men hidden in the room, she called to him, "Samson, the Philistines are upon you!" But he snapped the thongs as easily as a piece of string snaps when it comes close to a flame. So the secret of his strength was not discovered. 10 Then Delilah said to Samson, "You have made a fool of me; you lied to me. Come now, tell me how you can be tied." 
11 He said, "If anyone ties me securely with new ropes that have never been used, I'll become as weak as any other man." 12 So Delilah took new ropes and tied him with them. Then, with men hidden in the room, she called to him, "Samson, the Philistines are upon you!" But he snapped the ropes off his arms as if they were threads. 13 Delilah then said to Samson, "Until now, you have been making a fool of me and lying to me. Tell me how you can be tied." He replied, "If you weave the seven braids of my head into the fabric on the loom and tighten it with the pin, I'll become as weak as any other man." So while he was sleeping, Delilah took the seven braids of his head, wove them into the fabric 14 and tightened it with the pin. Again she called to him, "Samson, the Philistines are upon you!" He awoke from his sleep and pulled up the pin and the loom, with the fabric. 15 Then she said to him, "How can you say, 'I love you,' when you won't confide in me? This is the third time you have made a fool of me and haven't told me the secret of your great strength." 16 With such nagging she prodded him day after day until he was tired to death. 
17 So he told her everything. "No razor has ever been used on my head," he said, "because I have been a Nazarite set apart to God since birth. If my head were shaved, my strength would leave me, and I would become as weak as any other man." 18 When Delilah saw that he had told her everything, she sent word to the rulers of the Philistines, "Come back once more; he has told me everything." So the rulers of the Philistines returned with the silver in their hands. 19 Having put him to sleep on her lap, she called a man to shave off the seven braids of his hair, and so began to subdue him. And his strength left him. 20 Then she called, "Samson, the Philistines are upon you!" He awoke from his sleep and thought, "I'll go out as before and shake myself free." But he did not know that the LORD had left him.      

Don’t you just love it when children try to retell stories that they have heard? They become miniature Norm Crosby’s every time. You remember Norm Crosby? Norm is known as the “King of Malaprops” and began his forty year career on the Ed Sullivan Show. A malapropism is a humorous misuse of a word. Crosby recently answered an online letter like this:

 Dear Bob,

Great to hear from you. Apparently there has been some sort of excommunication here on the InterNest. And I'm glad you brought this to my detention.

Kids seem to be perfect purveyors of the malaprop. I just love hearing kids try to retell stories that they have heard only once or perhaps only heard a portion of, especially when they are relating Bible stories. Here are a few favorites: 
The first three books of the Bible are Genesis, Exodus, and Laxatives. 
Noah’s wife was called Joan of Ark. 
Lot’s wife was a pillar of salt by day, but a ball of fire by night. 
Joshua led the Hebrews in the battle of Geritol. 
David fought with the Finkelsteins, a race of people, who lived in biblical times. 
Solomon, one of David’s sons, had 300 wives and 700 porcupines. 
Samson slayed the Philistines with the axe of the apostles and he pulled down the pillows of the temple.

     It’s really hard for me to visualize Samson as a hero. When I think of a hero, I tend to think of someone who’s above reproach, larger than life, always on top of things. I think that most of us have an unrealistic view of what constitutes a hero. This passage has reminded me that heroes are just plain folks. Just plain folks with troubles, sins and sometimes character flaws, gaping hole in their lives so big that you could drive  Mac truck through. Yet plain folks who manage to do the right thing at the right time. They put their pants on just like we do. They fail just like we do. They experience sin and shame just like we do. But there is often one difference. They “Trade Places” with who they are with who they had the potential to become. Samson is a toughie to use as an example of who we can become and is a great example of whom we are. Our scripture passage tells us that Samson was a Nazarite. Now a Nazarite was supposed to be the pinnacle of what it meant to be a devout, God fearing Jew. Only 3 men in the Bible were thought to have taken the Nazarite vow for life – Samuel...John Baptist...and Samson. Pretty heady company for a guy like Samson. The first words in scripture we hear from each of these men were these: Samuel: “Here I am.” Words that expressed a willingness to follow the call and command of God. John the Baptist: “Repent for the Kingdom of God is near.” Sampson? “I have seen a Philistine woman in Timnah: get her for me…” WOW, what a hero for us all, this is a perfect example for us all, this guy would fit in on Thong Thursday at Fast Eddies downtown with no problem. Samuel coronates a king, John the Baptist baptizes the Son of God and is martyred because he won’t back down from his message of repentance. Samson, on the other hand, chases skirts, sleeps with prostitutes and lives a very stupid life. We know a couple of things from our scripture passage today, Delilah was either the most beautiful woman who ever lived to have been able to lie to Samson three times and finally weasel the truth of Samson’s strength from him or Samson has to be one of histories most stupid characters. In reality, it is probably a little bit of both but I lean toward the wisdom of that great American and his mother, “Forrest Gump.” He related, “Like my Momma always said, Stupid is as stupid does.”

     Numbers 6 describes three commitments a Nazirite must keep during the period of his vow:  1.Avoid any contact with grapes or the drinking of wine. 2. Never touch a dead body of any kind. 3. Let your hair grow and never get it cut. Samson had no problem resisting power, fame or money; sex, lust, and temptation undo him. He lived a life of decadence, excess, and indulgence. In private and public, he was promiscuous, vulgar, and depraved. He was the master of men but the slave of women. He was a mighty warrior with Philistine men but a kitty cat with their women. He had robust physical strength but fatal moral weaknesses. Samson was just like a tremendous percentage of persons today. We have such a tough time with sexual sin. Samson couldn’t resist the woman who continued to lie to him and we can’t seem to resist the lie that we just never seem to quit listening to. The lie that says, “If you want to experience true love, sleep with anyone.” The lie that tells us, “If you want to find acceptance just accept anyone into your bed.” The lie that says, “You can hide from your fears in the arms of a lover.” You can’t. 

     Samson’s steps took him to sleazy places, dirty beds, and narrow, crooked, and run-down streets, where a fast buck would buy him a cheap thrill and a night’s rest. Worse, he had no sense of decency, guilt or shame. He did not even wear a hat, a wig, or a cloak to conceal his identity or cover his tracks. He did not know, wonder, or care if others knew. Discretion, propriety, and secrecy did not cross his mind and were not his concern. He was a man of low morals, bad taste, and poor choices. He had an insatiable fondness for Philistine ladies. His dead wife was a Philistine. He visited a prostitute in the Philistine city of Gaza, and he fell in love with Delilah who was probably a Philistine. 

Samson tested the slippery slopes of morality, blurred the lines of virtue, and cut corners in integrity. He loved to live his life on the edge with women, to throw caution to the wind with sex, and to walk on the wild side of vice. Even when he was bitten once and twice was not a charm to him, he expected to have nine or more lives. It is no different today. 

    1988 was a disaster waiting to happen for evangelical Christianity. Two of the biggest TV evangelists - Jimmy Baker and Jimmy Swaggart - had a very ugly, public fallout that reverberates still today. They were Christianity’s media darlings, TV’s biggest religious fundraisers, the most charismatic, powerful, and visible stars. First, Jim Bakker made a stunning announcement that he was stepping down as head of PTL and Heritage USA in anticipation of a newspaper’s revelation of a tryst Bakker had with a church secretary. America’s first televangelist paid some $265,000 to cover up the affair. Later he was convicted of misspending millions of followers?dollars. Rival preacher Jimmy Swaggart called the Bakker scandal a cancer.
     Next to fall was Jimmy Swaggart, the Pentecostal preacher who preached to 7,000 weekly in his congregation. A short three months later, Swaggart was photographed entering and leaving a New Orleans motel where, it was later divulged, he had hired a prostitute to pose nude for him. The woman who later posed for Penthouse magazine said of Swaggart, “He was "kind of perverted...I wouldn’t want him around my children." Two years later Swaggart was stopped by the police in California, again with a prostitute in his car. The Chinese have a saying, “A hero has difficulty overcoming a woman’s beauty.”

     There are a couple of things that we can learn from Samson’s life. I believe that Samson would warn you:

     First, All Our Strengths Can be Overcome by One Weakness. Samson was the strongest man who ever lived. But all of Samson’s strength was overcome by his one great weakness. Samson’s greatest problem was impulsive behavior. Samson had a problem he had wandering eyes. He just couldn’t be satisfied with what God had made available to him. There were plenty of Israelite women, and I’m sure many of them were beautiful. And, I’m sure many of them would have been thrilled to have Samson come courting. But Samson couldn’t be content with the beautiful Israelite women all around him. He wanted to cross the line. He wanted to taste forbidden fruit. He wanted to see how long he could dance with the devil without getting burned.
     Friends, here’s truth you can take to the bank! If you let your eyes wander long enough your feet will surely follow.

     Secondly, Our God is a God of 2nd Chances. Samson ended a slave, eyes poked out, bound by the Philistines, grinding mill like a mule in the Philistine’s camp. He didn’t get there because his enemy was so powerful. He got there because he was so weak.
He let his flesh/impulses/lusts/desires rule him. Let me ask you a very pointed question this morning. What’s your lust? What’s your impulse? What sin is ruling your life?
• Are you a blind slave to alcohol/drugs?
• Are you a blind slave to pornography?
• Are you a blind slave to illicit sex?
• Are you a blind slave to greed/money/power?
• Are you a blind slave to gossip/backbiting?
• Are you a blind slave to destructive relationships?
You didn’t get there in a day did you? The devil didn’t make you do it. No one is conspiring against you. You are not a victim of your past nor incapable of escaping your upbringing. The God I speak of allows you to “Trade Places” with what you are, what you have been with what he desires you to become. You’re blind, bound and broken because of a series of choices that you’ve made. They probably started long ago, maybe even innocently. Nobody gets up one morning and says, “I think I’ll begin serving Satan today”.
We all need to realize that, no matter how strong we all are, just one weakness can destroy us! Don’t ever think that you’re too strong to be broken by sin!
     Gordon MacDonald, a well known pastor, a man whom I have met. A man whose thoughts and books have brought thousands to Jesus, made this statement. “I believe that Satan could tempt me in many ways, but he could never tempt me to be unfaithful to my wife.” Less than a year later, Gordon MacDonald fell into an adulterous relationship with a staff member. In the short term, His ministry was destroyed because he made a series of bad choices. Immediately, he confessed this to his wife, then to his entire congregation. 
He resigned his pulpit, and entered into counseling and personal accountability. Over time, another church called him as their pastor; then several years later, his original church invited him back as their pastor again. He serves there today, and has a national ministry to hurting souls and broken lives. 
     Don’t ever think that bad choices really don’t matter. Don’t ever think that your reputation doesn’t matter. Do you remember that tacky Fox network show “Who Wants to marry a Millionaire”? Do you remember what a scandal that program caused. After a prime time, beauty pageant romance Darva Conger married millionaire Rick Rockwell in front of millions of viewers. Allegations that Rockwell was abusive emerged immediately.
Darva Conger sued for an annulment to the marriage because she said she, “Wanted her privacy”. Then, she promptly posed as a centerfold for Playboy magazine. Her life is an example of bad choices. In an ABC TV interview, she told ABC’s Diane Sawyer, "I have worked my whole life to be a credible person, a person of integrity. Unfortunately, in two hours I destroyed much of that credibility. And ... I’d like it back." The lie never gives you what you want, it only takes what you can’t afford to give. We know from the story of Samson and the experience of our lives that this lie will:

1. TAKE YOU FARTHER THAN YOU WANTED TO GO!

2. KEEP YOU LONGER THAN YOU WANTED TO STAY! And

3. COST YOU MORE THAN YOU ARE WILLING TO PAY!

     You see, somewhere Between Barber Shop & the Coliseum…Samson got something he hadn’t had in a long time – He got real with God! His broken heart cried out to God.
As he turned to mill wheel, his mind dwelled on: 
• All the missed opportunities.
• All the impulsive emotions.
• All the times he flirted with sin.
• All the disobedience to his Parents
• All the disobedience to his calling.
• All the disobedience to his God.
     I believe that while his hair was growing, his faith was also growing. I believe that Samson got real with God, and became broken before God. You must too. You think that you haven’t gone too far? The unfortunate thing about this lie is that when you do go too far it is already too late.

     Do any of you do jig saw puzzles? Ever done jigsaw puzzles? I have always enjoyed doing jigsaw puzzles. I don’t have the time to do them much anymore. I recently ran across another person’s experience with a jigsaw puzzle. She wrote: "After toiling over a 1000 piece puzzle, I was unable to finish it because there was one piece missing. I returned the box to the store and explained why.
     The clerk was obviously not a puzzle aficionado. As she refunded my money, she asked pleasantly, ’How far did you get before you realized that there was a piece missing?" You all know the answer, she went 999 pieces and realized that there was one piece missing. By the time she had gone too far, she realized it was too late. How about you? The time to turn away from the lie is now. Whether you are on piece number 212 or piece number 998, I don’t know and neither do you. But you do know if you are laying the pieces out. “Trade Places”, quit listening to the lie. 
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