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Luke 15: 25-27

“The Quick Fix Always Breaks”

     The story is all too familiar. I have seen it dozens of times. It is the 21st century’s version of the prodigal son. Let’s call the man Tim and the mother Alice. The two older siblings are Susan and Jessica.Alice is a retired widower who has through frugality and some good and lucky decisions by her deceased husband John has put together a reasonable nest egg. Alice is comfortable…economically. But, she walks through life with a broken heart. Her son Tim is a gifted man. He was a gifted young man who started drinking in high school and was arrested in his senior year for DUI. Tim admitted to having a couple of beers, Alice believed him. The policeman was just too harsh for such a small offense. Alice paid the fine. After graduation from college and several more arrests and fines which Alice paid and Tim promised to pay back, Tim got a job, got married had a couple of kids. Both job and marriage were unfulfilling. Alice could “fix” things for Tim. Tim just needed a fresh start. Tim came across a great business opportunity. He never had gotten along with bosses, they never understood him. He needed a $15000 dollar loan from Alice to get the business off the ground. He promised to pay her back in a year, eighteen months, tops. After seven months the business failed. Tim nor Alice mentioned the “loan” for a long time.

     Rick bounced around for a couple of years in entry level jobs, well below is ability and educational attainment. Somebody was always picking on him. A new business venture fell in Tim’s lap, but he needed twenty thousand dollars to open. A buddy was fronting the rest. Alice consulted her attorney. He suggested a binding agreement with demanding language. She had Tim sign a watered down version and then loaned him the money. Within a few months the new venture had gone south, Tim filed for bankruptcy and Alice had a worthless piece of paper.

     The drinking problems got worse. He was arrested and put in jail. Alice was called to make bail. He would be in a cramped cell with “real criminals,” Alice couldn’t let that happen. But when she picked him up, she was angry and told him, “This has to stop.” Tim’s reply? “You’re right, Mom. No mas, I’m getting help.” No license, no way to get to work, Alice drives him to work and picks him up each day just like back in preschool.

     Did I mention that there had been to other failed marriages. Alice took his side each time. They were gold diggers and took Tim for everything he had. Alice fixed the problems each time. A few months later two IRS agents visited Tim at work. He had not filed his business taxes and employee withholding. He owed $22,000 in back taxes, penalty and interest. 

     “Mom this is Tim, I have to get $22,000 or I will go to Federal Prison, the IRS has made a mistake but I gotta get ‘em off my back and besides it would cost more than that to defend this bogus accusation.” “Tim, how can I give you more money, you owe me over $100,000 dollars and haven’t paid me a dime.” “But mom, I paid you a thousand dollars last year.” “I swear Mom, I’ll get straight and settle down, pay you back, but Mom I can’t go to prison for three years.”

     Alice called Susan, “What will it be next time Mom? How much will he ask for then? Mom stop this now.” “He will never learn his lesson, if you bail him out again. It’s time to pay the piper!” Alice couldn’t sleep all night. Her dear son, 30 years of non-stop trouble but this was still her son. If only John had not died so young it would be different. She called to get a second mortgage the next day. It has been six years since that night and Tim is still drinking and driving. Tim “owes” Alice over $200,000. She has resigned herself to the fact that she hasn’t fixed anything at all.

     Why is this story played out in a tens of thousands of homes across the country? Why is it that so many parents, well meaning friends and others seem wired to be fixers? There are many reasons:

First, Their failures make us look bad. If they look good, we look good. If they look bad…In every Sunday school we hear updates about other peoples children. Sam was just made the Dean of the School of Humanities at such and such college. Tony’s daughter is the youngest manager at Big Time National Bank. Deanna’s daughter has led 769,976 people to Christ as a missionary in Melopotamia. We want to say something better than, “Bob and I are so excited, Johnny’s sentence was reduced from ten to five years, he’ll be out in about eighteen months.”

     Second, We hope they’ll love us for helping them. We all need love, especially from our children. With prodigals we hear these words, “Regardless of how much I do for her, she never appreciates it.”

Third, prodigals often demand our help. They are born master manipulators, if not born with it, they sure lean it quick…and well. Besides, they got the impression from someplace that everybody owes them…I wonder where? 

     Fourth, we are motivated by tremendous guilt. Parents mess up sometimes and we fail our kids in numerous ways. When our prodigals demand that we fix them, we imagine that we broke ‘em so we have to fix ‘em. We become like puppets on a string. They pull, we dance. 

     Listen to Waldrep’s Principle #4, “Fixing is a hindrance, Allow Sin to Run Its Course. As loving parents, we hate to see our children suffer. We want them to be whole, happy and healthy. We are blinded by our deep desire, coupled with guilt. We keep offering the quick fix but the quick fix always breaks. We shield them from the stark realities of life. We prevent them from being angry with us and accusing us of being uncaring, but by removing the consequences of their actions, we also prevent them from growing. We fix one thing and two more break. Fixing hurts the prodigal. Why fixing may even create prodigals. Fixing may bring temporary relief, but in the long run it prevents them from learning valuable lessons that can and do change their lives. Just like it changed yours…for the better. All the messes you got in and got yourself out of? We don’t want our kids to have to face such tough things but tough things will always happen and the only way you learn how to get out of tough times is to go through tough times.

     The story of the prodigal son and the father’s response screams loudly that often times the only way to health and happiness is when sin runs it’s full, ugly and horrible course in our lives and in theirs too! Fixing has some horrible results.

Fixing creates false expectations. The is no “Lone Fixer” who will ride into town, take care of all the bad guys and ride out of town leaving a silver bullet.

Fixing prevents justice. Prodigals never learn one of life’s most important principles, “We reap what we sow.”

Fixing teaches irresponsibility. Becoming responsible requires wisdom and endurance and wisdom and endurance are only gained in the long, hard, sweaty race. Prodigals are normally spectators not participants. Spectators never win the prize only the participants do.

Fixing prevents brokenness. As much as I would love for my children to never be broken I know that without brokenness we never become what God intends for us to be. Our sin must be broken to receive salvation. Our arrogance must be broken to receive pardon. Our pride must be broken to receive what God loves. The bible tells us that “God loves a contrite heart.” God wants your prodigal to come home. And, the tough situations in my life brought me home. Your message of fixing preempts the message of God. Stop.

     I am going to show you a bit of an “Andy Griffeth” show. I love that show. Andy is a paragon of virtue. In one episode, Andy’s son Opie has a conniving friend, Arnold, who told him, “I know a way to get anything you want from your dad. 

     
“How can I do that?” asks Opie.


“If you ask him and he says no, just hold your breath till you turn blue. He’ll panic and give you anything.”


“Wow, I gotta try that.” Exclaimed Opie. Opie goes to the Sheriff’s office and tells Andy that he is no longer gonna work for his allowance. This is what happens next. 


(Show clip)

Soon after this incident, Barney impounds Arnold’s bike for riding on the sidewalk. , Section 12, paragraph 3, sentence 2 of the Mayberry city code. Soon the father swaggers into the office and demands, “Sheriff you can give me the bike now.”

     Andy replied in his wise way, “It’s not quite that simple. You son needs to stay off the sidewalk, or I’m going to keep the bike until he learns his lesson. If he rides on the sidewalk one more time, I’ll have to arrest you.”

     The boy pounded the sheriff’s desk angrily and yelled at Andy, “You can put my daddy in jail, just give me my bike!” The boy’s father, surprised to see the extent of his son’s selfishness turns to Andy and says solemnly, “That’s OK, Sheriff. Give me the bike. I’m going to sell it.” Hearing the father’s words, the son pitched a fit. Andy watched the tirade, then told the father, “Sir, in case you were wondering there is an old fashioned  woodshed out back.” The father immediately led Arnold out back to have the Board of Education applied to the seat of knowledge. Arnold was lucky, the father decided to quit fixing because “The Quick Fix Always Breaks.” And, like the father, we need to step back, take  look at our prodigal’s attitude and actions and change our behavior. Righting wrongs requires courage. The courage to stop fixing requires three things: 1. perspective, 2. a plan and 3. support.

     Perspective: We cannot control our prodigals behavior. We can speak truth and pray, but we need to let our prodigals make their own decisions. We must muster the courage to open our hands and let go if they decide to turn their backs on us. We can only control our choices, not theirs. They are free to come and go, to act responsibly or irresponsibly. It is the best opportunity for allowing them to reach a point of repentance.

     Plan: Keep in mind that success isn’t determined by the prodigal’s response, but by the parents acting in a responsible way to avoid fixing the prodigals problems any longer. Your plan needs to focus on addressing the patterns you have seen in your prodigal and yourself. Stay focused on the big things: irresponsible behavior, promises and threats and meaningless gestures. In the plan take responsibility for your own behavior. If you believed lies, determine to quit. If you have been blocking God’s work by fixing problems, admit as much. Planning is a vital necessity in changing your relationship with your prodigal. Even if you are good at winging every other area of your life, this one is different. This relationship cuts to the core of who you are. It threatens you like nothing else in your life, so be prepared. Plan well.

     Support: You’ve read the warnings on some toys, “Use only under adult supervision.” The same is true for changing how we relate to prodigals. We benefit greatly from trusted friends, the insight and encouragement from a good counselor or pastor. They must be a person who understands the difficult issues of responsibility and love and draw wisdom and strength from that person as you go through the process of planning, communicating and staying strong in your convictions. Don’t fall into the trap that so many do, seeking counsel that we know will agree with our perspective and keep us from tough decisions about tough actions.

     The parable taught by our Savior is very clear. Sin must run it’s course before the prodigal can come to his senses. Quick Fixes always break. Quick fixes never stay that way. Get perspective, make a plan, get some support. Your prodigals needs it, you need it. God desires to provide. In a large way you must come to your sense too. Won’t you decide that today is the day, right now is the time to begin. Let us pray. 
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