January 18 & 19, 2003

1 Samuel 14:6-7

“On A Need To Know Basis”

     Most of this series has and will center upon the faith and actions of Jonathan and his father Saul. However there are a few minor players in this story that are really quite interesting. Take the poor fellow standing along side Jonathan in today’s scripture passage. We don’t know his name or pedigree but we do know a couple of things about him. For instance, he is probably younger than Jonathan. Remember, from last week, Saul was about thirty years old at the time and Jonathan his son, could be no older than fourteen or so. That makes this armor bearer probably somewhere around twelve years old. He is about to go from a position that would generally be a little safer than most others on the battlefield to the second person into the battle and all he is doing is carrying armor. This armor bearer begins the day in the shade of a pomegranate tree and is now the side kick of a kid prince who is about to pick a fight. You might call this a bad day in the life of an armor bearer. Have you ever had bad day? Of course you have. Maybe not like the one the armor bearer is imagining but a bad day none-the-less. Think you’re having a bad day, there always seemed to be one bad day in particular in one hospital's Intensive Care ward where patients always died in the same bed, on Sunday morning, at about 11 a.m.,
regardless of their medical condition. This puzzled the doctors and some even thought that it had something to do with the supernatural. No one could solve the mystery... as to why the deaths occurred around 11 a.m. on Sundays. 

     So a World-Wide team of experts was assembled to investigate the cause of the incidents. The next Sunday morning, a few minutes before 11 a.m., all doctors and nurses nervously wait outside the ward to see for themselves what the terrible phenomenon was all about. Some were holding wooden crosses, prayer books and other holy objects to ward off the evil spirits. Just when the clock struck 11... Pookie Johnson, the part-time Sunday sweeper, entered the ward and unplugged the life support system so that he could use the vacuum cleaner. Having a Bad Day? 
     The average cost of rehabilitating a seal after the Exxon Valdez oil spill in Alaska was $80,000. At a special ceremony, two of the most expensively saved animals were being released back into the wild amid cheers and applause from onlookers. A minute later, in full view, a killer whale ate them both. Still think you are having a bad day? 
     A woman came home to find her husband in the kitchen shaking frantically, in a frenzy, with some kind of wire running from his waist towards the electric kettle. Intending to jolt him away from the deadly current, she whacked him with a handy plank of wood, breaking
his arm in two places. Up to that moment, he had been happily listening to his Walkman. 
STILL think you're having a bad day? 
     Two animal rights protesters were protesting at the cruelty of sending pigs to a slaughterhouse in Bonn, Germany. Suddenly, all two thousand pigs broke loose and escaped through a broken fence, stampeding madly. The two hopeless protesters were trampled to death. What?! STILL having a bad day? 
     Iraqi terrorist Khay Rahnajet didn't pay enough postage on a letter bomb.  It came back with "return to sender" stamped on it. Forgetting it was the bomb, he opened it and was blown to bits. Thank-you Jesus.

     The wonderful thing about our perception of bad days is that perceptions change as a day changes. Our perceptions change when we see the kind of days others are having. And, then there are times that what looks like the beginning of a very bad day actually becomes the seed for the kind of day that will change your life forever. The day our oldest daughter April was born was a day like that. I had picked up my boss and driven the thirty miles or so to the office. Gayle called a couple of hours before the unit was going home, Gayle didn’t think that she was going into labor but she really wanted me to come home. Note here that this was over three weeks before the due date, first child, no problems experienced the night before nor that morning. I would be stranding my boss in Indianapolis if I rushed home. I imagined a very bleak scenario. New employee, stranded boss, if a baby isn’t born I am imagining that this is a very bad day. But it wasn’t a bad day, April was born, ten fingers and ten toes, eventually my boss assisted me in getting promoted into management. Makings of a bad day…very good day. 

     Jonathan begins what could have been a very bad day for an armor bearer with the words, “Come let’s go over to the outpost of those uncircumcised fellows. Perhaps the Lord will act on our behalf.” You gotta love that. In plain every day English Jonathan says, “Let’s go pick a fight, maybe God will help.” “Perhaps the Lord will act on our behalf.”

We believe that absolute certainty in what God will do in any circumstance is necessary for us to live life to the fullest. We crave the type of security that comes when burning bushes appear, when the path is marked with unmistakable directional signs. However, that craving and incorrect teaching about what uncertainty really is can actually be the greatest deterrent to seizing our divine moments. Jonathan understood that not everything was guaranteed, that you don’t have to wait until all the money is in the bank. Jonathan was certain about some things and at the same time was willing and able to operate in the realm of uncertainty. 

     There are some things that you can know and some things that you will not know. Jonathan had a clear perspective on reality. What he knew for certain was that God was powerful enough to get the job done, that it didn’t matter if there were only two of them against a thousand Philistines. Saul’s apprehension to go to war with six hundred soldiers and only two weapons, that’s right two swords, was reasonable, a ratio of one sword for three hundred men, about one third of one percent. But that ratio was not enough to neglect the purposes of God. So Jonathan is ready to go pick a fight with the Philistine garrison and he improves on the sword to soldier ratio a bit. What a brilliant military mind, Jonathan now improves the ratio to fifty percent. Half of men who are going to clamor up a cliff to fight the Philistines now have weapons. Yeah, there’s only two of them but in the mind of a young man who is able to add in verse 6, “Nothing can hinder the Lord from saving, whether by many or by few,” the number of soldiers with swords is not the measure of what can be accomplished. The measure of what can be accomplished is the measure of the faithfulness of God and the willingness of God’s people to seize God moments.

     Jonathan knew that God had earlier by the mouth of Samuel promised deliverance from the Philistines. And, while Jonathan is unsure whether “the Lord will work on their behalf,” he is absolutely positive that nothing could stop the Lord from saving, and God could use a lot of people or a few. The odds are irrelevant to God.
     Jonathan had an unwavering confidence in God’s capacity. He had absolute trust in God’s character. He was resolute about whether God could be trusted. He had no certainty concerning his own personal welfare. That he was moving in line with the purposes of God was the only certainty he needed. Remember, victory over the Philistines was the stated purpose of God. Jonathan appeared to believe that anything, regardless of the uncertainty of the moment, that moved him and his people closer to the stated purpose of God was the direction in which he should go. When Jonathan waked his armor bearer and tells this young man to follow him through a series of cliffs for the purpose of engaging the Philistines in battle and in his invitation explains that his best hope is that God might help you out, your response, like mine probably would have been, “Well, wake me when you know.”

     Erwin McManus tells the story about the time he was lecturing at a seminary and when he was finished a young student shared that she had planned to go to the Northwest to help start a new church. She continued to explain that in the process she had discovered it was not the will of God. He asked her how she had determined that and she said. “The money never came through.” He asked her who told her that lack of finances was proof that God was not in it? She said that her pastor and her parents. They had said that if God wanted her to go, everything would be provided before she left. McManus states, “Our wealth and abundance of human resources have positioned us to accept a paradigm that provision precedes vision. This has been the foundation of building no risk faith.” I agree to the point that when you clamor up a cliff and have a clear vision of who and where you will be fighting, that vision will precede provision. But, when God’s stated objective is to clear the Philistines and you fight Philistines, if the battle doesn’t go your way and you decide to then fight Jebusites or Hittites or Perizites than you better check your vision and you better check your direction. That is the way a lot of people do ministry. Like the guy who was traveling down the road and saw a barn with hundreds of targets painted on the side and in the center of each target was an arrow. No spurious arrows or holes, just one arrow in the very center of each target. He decided that he had to meet the marksman, so he turned into the drive. He asked the man who lived there to allow him to witness some of his great archery. “Sure,” the man replied. He picked up his bow, nocked an arrow, drew back and let it fly. The arrow hit with a loud thud against the side of the barn. The man then picked up a can of paint and a brush and went and painted a target around the arrow. BULLSEYE! 

     You may ask, “What is the Target of (LifeLifters) American Baptist East?” Let me read to you what the target is here at (LL) ABE from the purpose statement adopted on November 17th of last year. It is the purpose of (LL) ABE to introduce unbelievers to Jesus Christ, offer healing for the hurting, proclaim mercy for those struggling through the pain of loss and disaffection and provide hope for those who are experiencing feelings of despair. How do we do that? By seizing every divine moment possible to do that. We do that through public witness, personal testimony, acts of kindness and generosity. We do that by providing programs and support services that teach mercy and provide hope. We have just purchased a multi-month TV advertising campaign, which will be shown to you here in worship in the next several weeks to reach and tell the message that here at (LL) ABE we care and that we will stand beside you, climb any cliff with you, fight any enemy that seeks to occupy the territory in which God desires to reign, namely, your heart, your life and your future. Yes, you have future and they do too. We do that when we get out from under the Pomegranate tree and move and “perhaps the Lord will act in our behalf.”

     Dear friends, when you move with God, He always shows up. It’s just difficult to predict what he will do or how he will do it. If you wait for guarantees, the only thing that will be guaranteed is that you will miss endless divine opportunities-that you can know for certain.

     A power that comes from God can only be known when we strike out and walk.  Jesus began his public ministry by inviting us to follow Him. There is great comfort in such an intimate invitation, yet we must not forget that God is also in the midst of a journey that none of us can take without Him. King David expressed it like this, “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil for thou art with me.” The God of light insists on traveling into dark places; the God of peace involves Himself in the wars of men; not all of them mind you! The God who is good engages men in the depth of human evil. The only God who can deliver and save at the cost of His own life journeys into dungeons of human lostness to set free those who relinquish their chains for life in Him. To follow Jesus is to enter into the unknown, to relinquish security and to exchange certainty for confidence in Him.

(Sing) I don’t know about tomorrow, I just live from day to day.


I don’t borrow from it’s sunshine For it’s skies may turn to gray


I don’t worry o’er the future, For I know what Jesus said,

And today I’ll walk beside Him, for he knows what is ahead.

Many things about tomorrow, I don’t seem to understand,

But I know who holds tomorrow and I know who holds my hand..

     To seize a divine moment, you must treasure the invitation to join God. These moments can be fully grasped only when one moment with God is worth more to you than an eternity without Him. The future is “On a Need To Know Basis” and you don’t need to know the future, you just need know the one who holds your hand does know the future. You also need to know and believe that he has a plan for you and that that plan is to prosper you not destroy you.

     Daniel records that there were once three men by the name of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. Hey were selected along with Daniel to be advisors to king Nebuchadnezzar. Though they served him well, they infuriated the king when they refused to bow before a God that he had crafted. The king gave then either the choice to bow or be thrown into the fiery furnace. They gave this extraordinary response, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king. But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your Gods or worship the image of the God that you have set up.”

     Like Jonathan, the three men knew who God was and they were confident of what God could do.. We are told that the furnace was heated seven times hotter and that the men who threw them into the furnace were consumed by the fire. Then Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego fell through the door into the fire. Hat is one door that I am sure they wished God had closed. But, we are told that a fourth figure met them in the fire, God took them on an adventure where not even a king dared to go. 

     The door we fear going through the most may be the very one where we meet God most  profoundly. What door does God want you to step through, what cliff do you need to climb? What isle does God want you to walk? What prayer does he want you to pray? Dear friends, the enemy is great, their weapons are powerful. Our abilities are few, but like Jonathan we must be willing to clamor up a cliff, Come Let’s go, perhaps the Lord will act in our behalf. Let us pray>
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