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1 Samuel 14:1-23

Handling God Moments Series:

Advancing from Agony to Adventure

The Jonathan Factor

     I have played, watched, coached and refereed countless games of basketball. Regardless of whether I was on the floor in uniform, wearing the black and white stripes or street dressed somewhere outside the lines on the court, I always did and still do get this horrible feeling down in my gut when I see a team quit playing to win and instead play “not to lose.” It is a subtle shift that those who have never played the game have a hard time noticing. Instead of dribbling around the perimeter looking for an opening to the basket, the point guard is always looking at the time remaining on the clock. The center starts to face the outside more, looking for someone to pass to and eat up more time instead of facing the hoop and trying to add points to the scoreboard. Ultimately the team who tries to play it safe by protecting the ball and protecting a lead invariably will lose because the other team is still “trying to win.” They take all the risks, put up the shots, crash the boards to get the rebound and are playing aggressive defense. The team who plays “not to lose” is playing defense too, a passive one. When the final buzzer sounds more often than not they find themselves wondering what happened.

     I think that an awful lot of people and churches are playing a game “not to lose.” Instead of advancing and doing their best to claim new territory and win new souls for the Lord, they are content to just try not to lose what was hard won in days past. It has been said that most people and churches serve the great “I WAS” instead of the Great “I AM.”

     It begins to happen in lives when we stop dreaming. When our desire for 20/20 vision is all hindsight and we quit squinting into the fog that is the future. The will to “not lose” drowns out the call of the infinite and the possible. Too often, as the final ticks of the time clock sound like explosions in the ears of those who have “played it safe” they realize that playing “not to lose” more often than not means that we do. In those moments we call mid-life crises or a time of reckoning they are haunted by the fear that they have lived lives of insignificance. Instead of living an adventure, they have endured agony.

     This series is designed to assist you in stepping into the adventure that is life in Christ. Life in Christ is not a passive, holding pattern of tranquil services and serene studies. Rather, one is translated from one kingdom into another. We are not invited to while away our days in time and space world but are, in reality, translated into an entirely different dimension. We no longer need fear the thief who comes to steal, kill and destroy. We now begin an adventure to strip him of all he holds captive and return it to God. We do that by grasping and handling the divine moments for what they are: Opportunities to win territory that is rightfully our Saviors, playing to win, refusing to lose, advancing from agony to adventure.

     The agony comes when we settle for less than what Jesus promises. It is human nature to want to be a settler. However, the call of Jesus is that of a sojourner. Grasping the God moments in your life will forever make you an alien and stranger in this world. His call is to participate in a dive adventure and settling for anything less is simply playing “not to lose.”  Jesus says in John 10: 9-10, “I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that you might have life and have it more abundantly.” Come with me as we seize that abundance and move from agony to adventure.

     Perhaps there is no medium that captures moments any better than the Country music industry. Country Music artists are able to paint particularly vivid pictures of moments in the lives of people simply through the titles of their songs, forget the lyrics. Hear most country song’s titles and you get a snap shot in your mind of the good, bad and the ugly. I recently found a web site that had many dozens of the most descriptive Country songs of all time. Here is a sampling of some of the titles that I think are classics.

-I still miss you Baby, but my aim is getting better
-Thank God And Greyhound She’s Gone 
-I would take her to a Dawg fight but I’m afraid she would win.
-How Can I Miss You If You Won’t Go Away?
-Fell In A Pile Of You And Got Love All Over Me
-Keep Forgettin’ I Forgot About You 
-If The Phone Don’t Ring, Baby, You’ll Know It’s Me 
-If you want to keep the beer real cold, put it next to my ex-wife’s heart. 
-I went back to my fourth wife for the third time and gave her a second chance to make a 

     first class fool out of me.

-If I’d killed you when I wanted to, I’d be out of jail now.

-You’re the reason our kids are so ugly.
-There’s another great country song title with a story behind it by George Jones. George Jones is a country music icon from the old school. A lot of his songs are the stereotypical country "cheat’n & drink’n" songs. And the fact that George Jones had a drinking problem was no secret. But on March 6, 1999 country music fans were horrified to hear that Jones was critically injured when he crashed his Lexus into a bridge in Nashville. The investigation showed that George had been drunk at the wheel. Thankfully he recovered, and two months later his new album called "Cold Hard Truth" came out and on it was a hit song titled "Choices", and ironically the hook line says, "I’m Living And Dying With The Choices I Made".

     That is true. We live and die with the choices we make. If you could capture one moment, one choice of your life, which one would it be? What if you knew that there was a moment coming, a divine moment, one where God would meet you in such a way that nothing would or could be the same again? That one moment in your life you have imagined was probably in the past. A regret, a loss. So many people that I have spoken to over the years have wished that they could go back in time and change a moment. They imagine that they would seize a particular moment differently. It is so unfortunate that our focus on moments in time are so backward looking. H.G. Wells has groomed several generations to be fascinated with time travel. We wish we could travel in time but believe that time travel is out of our grasp. But it isn’t. God has perfectly designed us to travel through time. We are all time travelers and we leave history in our wake, one moment at a time. We cannot go back but we are always traveling through time. We cannot change the past but we can change the future. That is why it is so important to grasp and handle every moment. There is a moment waiting just behind this one that is perhaps the most significant moment of your life. 

     The Greek word that we translate the word moment from is atamos. The words atom and atomic also come from the word atamos. Like atoms, moments come in endless numbers and are seemingly insignificant. They, moments and atoms are easy to overlook. However, there is locked within each moment and each atom a potential that is disproportionate to their size. Split an atom and you end up with this unbelievable release of energy. Seize a God moment and the energy potential is in reality greater. Every great revival began when a moment was seized. Every organization, no matter how large teetered on a moment. When Chuck Yeager broke the sound barrier there was a moment where he had to decide to push the stick, go for it or pull back and play “not to lose.” You probably know the story. He had approached the speed of sound several times but as he got closer to the sound barrier, the plane shook violently. The closer he got, the more violent the shaking. Time and again they changed something, flaps, the contour of the wings but to no avail. The violent shaking continued. Then he the moment arrived once again, with the choice to push it or pull back. Colonel Yeager pushed it. He pushed it right through the barrier and suddenly the plane sliced through the air like a hot knife through butter. The shaking stopped. All that resistance generated by the plane approaching the sound barrier now slip behind him in one colossal “BOOM.” 

     That is what we find in the life of a man named Jonathan. Through him we find ourselves at the edge of uncharted territory with a challenge to live a life of adventure that all hung on a moment. Jonathan was the son of Saul, the king of Israel. In our scripture passage for this series the Bible opens for us a defining moment, the atamos of this young prince. Samuel paints for us the texture of how to seize a God moment. The characteristics that Jonathan demonstrated are seen in men and women who have the uncanny ability to capture the moments of life. What for many would be a moment missed becomes a moment maximized. They exhibit what Erwin McManus calls, “The Jonathan Factor.” The Jonathan Factor is the explosive result that occurs when who God is, so shapes who we are that it changes the way we live life. How you view God will dramatically affect who you become and the moments you seize. How we understand God to work radically affects the life we live with God. Most of you have received Jesus. That is all about remaining stationary as God comes to you. However, the Jonathan Factor is about following Jesus. That demands our movement toward God. When Jesus walked the earth, His disciples had to keep up with Him. If they were to stay close, they had to choose to leave the life they lived without Him and go wherever He would lead. The life of Jonathan reinforces the notion that God calls us to adventure. Staying put, planting your backside in a pew and crying feed me, feed me, feed me, will create a bloated, out of shape caricature of the man or woman that God sends up cliffs and into an enemy camp. The path is thick with mystery, danger and the unknown. It is neither sedate nor serene. Ooh, there are moments spent around the fire, moments where tales of glory are told and retold and times of rest but there are also more times than we seize when God allows us the opportunity to seize an adventure, embark on a journey and this is one of those moments what will you choose?

     The most important moments rarely come at a convenient time. It would be great if God would check your calendar and pick an unhindered time and day. But, has it ever occurred to you that perhaps he has checked your calendar and determined that this moment is the moment, if seized, this is the moment that will make all other moments pale in comparison to all other moments. The ironic part is that our schedules get packed with the mundane and ordinary and we get irritated with God when He interrupts us with the miraculous and extraordinary. The Bible is chocked full of people who were rudely interrupted by God. We read them and long to have that kind of experience. Yet, when God interrupts us, how do we respond? 

     Moments are not independent or disconnected realities. Moments carry the momentum of the past and fuel momentum for the future. The present moment is where the past and the future collide, and within every moment there is monumental potential. That is the mystery of the moment. It is small enough to ignore yet large enough to change your life forever. Life is the sum total of what you do with the moments given to you. The divine potential of a moment is unlocked by the choices we make. If a moment is the gate through which your divine journey begins, then choice is the key that unlocks the adventure. The most spiritual activity you will engage in today or any day, is making choices. The capacity to choose is perhaps our greatest expression of being created in the image of God. 

The capacity to choose is also the greatest expression of our humanity. 

    When God created Adam and Eve and placed them in the garden, he gave them seemingly endless opportunities for pleasure. Adam could choose from the countless number of good trees and he was free to eat all the fruit he wanted from the endless selection available to him-with one exception. God stacked the deck for Adam. Every choice but one was the right choice. In Adam’s moment of his greatest expression of being in the image of God and in his greatest moment of his expression of humanity, he made that one fatal choice.

     Many centuries later, Moses would speak these words about choices, they are found in Deuteronomy 30:11-19:

11 Now what I am commanding you today is not too difficult for you or beyond your reach. 12 It is not up in heaven, so that you have to ask, "Who will ascend into heaven to get it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?" 13 Nor is it beyond the sea, so that you have to ask, "Who will cross the sea to get it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?" 14 No, the word is very near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart so you may obey it. 
15 See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death and destruction. 16 For I command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his commands, decrees and laws; then you will live and increase, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land you are entering to possess. 
17 But if your heart turns away and you are not obedient, and if you are drawn away to bow down to other gods and worship them, 18 I declare to you this day that you will certainly be destroyed. You will not live long in the land you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 
19 This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life. 

     Three powerful life-changing words passed on from God to us: Now choose life! God pointed the way to two different paths. One is a journey that parts ways with Him; the other is a journey in which He parts the way. Without ambiguity He defined one as the road to death; the other the path to life. And, if you are still confused, He clarified further in verse 20, “The Lord is your life!”

     The power of this moment makes it a source of immeasurable opportunity and hope, the many moments we are called to Choose Life. No matter what kind of life you have lived, no matter how many wrong choices you have made, the next moment is waiting to give birth to new life. Choose Life!

     If you are stuck in a moment, turn around, stop looking backward and dare to look forward. In the next several weeks you will experience the exhilarating opportunity to push the stick, break through every barrier that threatens to shake you apart. Or, you can pull back slink away, choose the agony over the adventure that awaits you. Time was not created with the power to hold you back and if the future terrifies you, then just take it one moment at a time. At our worst, good, life and God are only one choice away. Choose…this is your moment…seize it…advance from agony to adventure. Let us pray.

LifeLifters: “I Give You My Heart”

8:45: Beneath the Cross of Jesus

11:00: “I Give You My Heart”
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