August 16 & 17, 2003

Job 38:1-8, 34-38      

Why God Does What God Does

     Last week I shared with you why we do the things we do. We know that humanity can be moved to powerful acts of philanthropy and humanity can also express itself in desperate acts of depravity. We heal and kill, we support programs that feed and house millions of homeless and hungry and yet we see mankind moved to mass killing and genocide. Man is a study of contrasts. None of us is any different. The same sweet little old lady who says thank-you when you open the door for here at Schnuck’s is also the same person who just flashed an obscene gesture when you took the parking spot she had her eye upon. The same person who stares back at you from the mirror is often times filled with anger, guilt and shame is the same person who sits quietly seeking the face and presence of the living God right here in this very room. 

     God on the other hand is said to not have even a shadow of turning, he is the same yesterday, today and tomorrow. Our creeds and our catechisms portray God as one who is completely just, totally loving and capable of being both at the same time. If this is true, there is then no contrast in God. He must be incapable of being one way at one moment or with one person and then being another way with another. That is our God, that is whom we are called to grow in ever greater measure toward. Who he is, is what we are to become. Well then, “Who is he, Really?” Take all the big $64 dollar theological words out of the mixture and “Why does God do what God does?” 

     There is a school of thinking that teaches that God is like a celestial organ grinder. One day (or rather over six days), God wound up the universe and the world in which live. He then decreed some laws by which things would relate to each other. (i.e. Law of Gravity, Law of Thermodynamics and a host of other natural laws) then stepped back and let it all wind down to a place where everything we see or experience will need an intervention to bring it back to working order. Even much Evangelical preaching supports this type of understanding. This understanding says that God really doesn’t do much at all. He just got it started and then allows it to function without his involvement. And, someday he will set it all right when we have messed it up enough. 

     A good friend of mine, an attorney friend from a previous life once believed that this was why things were the way they were. God is no more than just a cosmic spectator in the affairs of this world. God really did nothing in everyday life. After we had known each other for several years he came to me and told me that he had in fact believed this way until he had met me and seen how often it appeared as if God slipped into the circumstances of my life and made a way out of no way. (By the way it is often necessary for God to do this for me. Remember that statement that the only person who makes no mistakes is the person who does nothing? Well I believe in doing a whole lot.) He stated, “God has answered so many of the prayers that I have heard you utter in ways that would be impossible without Godly intervention that I now believe that it must be God who is doing this for you.” And, “If he does that for you I know he must be willing to do that for me.” An experience occurred many years ago in my first few years as a parent that confirmed that God was not only able, but with a prayer of faith was willing and waiting to step in and “make things happen”. (Tell the story about April and the watering can at the Easter Egg hunt in Moores Hill) 

     So with our experiences we refute the widely and deeply held notion that God really doesn’t “DO ANYTHING.”

     A second false notion about “Why God does what God does” arises from the notion that God Does in fact do things in peoples lives, but only for certain people. There is plenty of faulty preaching and false teaching that has as its foundation in this premise. The airwaves and book stores are full of “how to” books which tell us either directly or by inference that if you do it like me, say it like me or live like me, then God will give you all the things that I have. He will bless you with the perfect health that I have. God will “Do certain things” because you have the formula right. All you need do is add a cup of this, a teaspoon of that and pinch of something else. Put it all into a greased 9 X 13 pan and bake for such and such a time and you get the same results every time. God is required to act in a certain way.

     That, my friends puts God in a very small box. Now in my opinion it is not a small box that God is relegated to at all, regardless of the size of the box, make it as big as the world and what you have is a very small God. 

     In this scenario “God does what God does” simply because we are in control of what God does. That is a God of our creation and Karl Marx had it right. If religion is the opiate of the people, I want what the lyrics of a top ten song of about ten years ago said. It was by the group Huey Lewis and the News, “I want a new drug.”

     There is another problem that I believe arises when we try to understand “Why God does what God does.” It is what I call the fallacy of familiarity. We make the most grievous errors in our lives when we believe that we know someone or something so well that there is no chance that that thing or that person can act outside of what we believe that thing or that person capable of. (Might I add our belief is always limited) That is why every time serial a killer is captured a neighbor is always available who says, “I just can’t believe Jeffrey or Michael could do such things, he was always so nice, so quiet, so mannerly, in fact he was a perfect neighbor. (Right, like a perfect neighbor keeps heads in his refrigerator, or chops people into pieces his bathtub or buries 15 hitchhikers in his back yard. I always have wondered what that ladies definition of a perfect husband would be. By any definition she would give, I would be a God.) Or, how about the guy with the 17 tattoos and the 39 body piercings who says, “I don’t know why my pit bull mauled that poor little kid, he is a gentle house dog, he must have been provoked.” I’ll tell you why a pit bull mauls children, because the dog is a pit bull. That is just what pit bulls do.

     So why does God do what God does? It is real simple. God does what God does because he is God. The fallacy of familiarity in the context of answering our question of the day is that in truth, we finite, limited and short-sighted human beings cannot really answer why God does what God does. Our grievous error with trying to understand God is that our Theology and our inability to communicate the true immenseness and majesty of God never can quite give us a handle upon how to understand the actions of God. They fall outside the scope of our understanding of God. The sooner we come to grips with that truth, the sooner we will be happy with whatever God does and believe what God says about what God does.

       What God says about what God does is this, whatever it is, it is always in our best interest. What he does will always be in accordance with his nature.  And, His nature is always just and always loving. What God does can never be fully understood only appreciated.

     The most difficult moments of my ministry have involved dealing with people who have had horrible, terrible things happen in their lives and want to know why God either 1.) did it 2.) caused it to happen or 3.) allowed it to happen or 4) Didn’t seem to do anything while it was happening. (Tell the story about Max Elliot).

     However, those most difficult times have become some of the most blessed times of my ministry because it was in the face of the unexplainable that I quit trying to explain the unexplainable, define the indefinable and grasp the totally illusive and simply give testimony to my ignorance and yet my happiness in trusting that someone could and that that someone would explain it…someday. 

     As proof for my friend when he approached me about my answer several weeks later, who just happened to be a banker I asked him to explain to me how the rule of 78’s works. He could show me the result of this most important rule of finance, he could express his confidence in those who could. He could also give testimony of his trust in the charts and machines that showed the product of the rule 78’s. But he could not explain precisely why the rule of 78’s did what the rule of 78’s did. (I asked if he had ever actually met someone who could. His answer, now that I think of it was that he never had.)

     Now note that the rule of 78’s is a man made set of arithmetic equations and someone must be able to explain how and why it does what it does. How much more unfathomable must the God who pre-exists even time and space and arithmetic be? 

     What I can tell you about Why God does what God does are faith statements about who God is. I know from my experience that if I believe these simple faith statements then I seem to innately have a sense of “Why God does what God does.”

1.) God is good. Because he is good he wants good things for his creation. (Little Verse: God is so Good, God is so Good. God is so Good, He’s so good to me.) 

2.) God is faithful. God will always faithfully deal with his creation. God doesn’t do what he does because we get the recipe or the words or the actions right. To me the greatest 5 words of faithfulness in scripture are, And it came to pass. Insert whatever you want to for the IT. The IT will always be an obstacle, a problem or perhaps an oxymoron. It (whatever IT is) will always come to pass when God has not said that the It is not your end. (Our problem? We have never known anything or anyone who is that faithful) 

3.) God is truthful. We have gotten smacked around a bit as Evangelicals when we say things like, “God said it so that settles it.” In our desire to be intelligent or accepted by worldly standards, we back off statements like that, but we shouldn’t. Not if God is God and you believe him to be so. God can do nothing less than be truthful. 
If God said it, that should settle it.

4.) Lastly, God does the things God does because he is God. There are things God does that a most of us don’t like. Well that is unfortunate but it doesn’t change the fact that God is God. 

     R.C. Sproul once gave the following answer to a woman who was upset about his teaching on the doctrine of election. A woman shot up a hand and religiously affirmed, “My God would not violate a person’s will. My God would not do that.” R.C. patiently reflected and then went about answering the objection like this. He replied, “ Madam, how many Gods are there?” She said, “Oh, only one?” “Good”, R.C. said,  “I believe that too. I thought you did, but I just wanted to be sure before I went ahead. “ Let me ask you another question: What is our only source for information about this one God?” She said, “The Bible.” “Again, we agree,” noted Sproul. Then he said, “So there’s really only one God, the God of the Bible, and we have to let him- not fads or ideas of men at any one time tell us who he is right?” The lady agreed. Then R.C. said, “Then how can you possibly have a God that is different than the one revealed in scripture?” How can we?

     You see there is not “My God,” or “Your God.” There is only one. He is well described in the bible and he does what He does because of who he is. 

     Perhaps, you might have more faith in the God if you didn’t settle for an image of what you think that God ought to be or God ought to do.

     The real reason that we ask questions like, “Why does God do what God does?” is because we are not always happy with what God does or chooses not to do. Guess what? We don’t have to be happy. But I will let you in on this little secret. Are you ready? Really ready? I became a whole lot happier with what God did and with what happens in this world when I began believing, really believing that God was Good, just, loving, truthful and wanted the best for me.

     I do not know why God does what God does a lot of the time. Heck, I am not quite sure why I do what I do much of the time. But I do know that God is God and that is good enough. How about you. Try believing, it makes behaving much easier. Let us pray.
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