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In our first two segments tonight we have learned from the parable of the talents that The Lord of the Gift bestows gifts. We have also learned that there is an expectation by the Master that those gifts will be used and that some day He is returning to settle accounts with us all. There is one last truth that we can garner from this parable about the Lord in whom we celebrate this evening and it is this: Just as surely as we are all gifted and we will all make an account of that gift, when we are faithful, the Master is also The Lord of the reward.

     Some aspects of what the master says are pretty much what we expect. Especially that, “Well done good and faithful servant” part. The first reward that is offered is when the Lord invites these servants to enter into His happiness. That is some serious joy. But there is a surprise here as well. The master doesn’t say that we can now float on some puffy clouds, sipping iced tea and sucking down Libs pecan flip-overs all day. He doesn’t set us up in some great condo on the gulf with lots of upgrades, wide sandy beaches and drinks with little umbrellas. No, instead he says, “You have been trustworthy in a few things. Now  will put you in charge of many things.” Now you can get about your real work! Remember, the master has given the servant an enormous amount of wealth. Yet he says, “You have been trustworthy over a few things.” Can it be true that greater wealth than we have ever seen or imagined is only a “few things” to God?

     Many people have vague ideas about floating around in eternal cloud banks. They picture heaven as an eternal retirement village. I have been asked several times, “Will there be golf in Heaven?” The reasoning behind this goes something like this, “Heaven will be what makes me happy, it takes golf to make me happy, therefore there will be golf in heaven.” Even though Golf makes me very happy, I have to explain that while there is going to be joy in heaven we are told about some things that will not be in heaven. The bible says that there will be no lying, no cheating, no weeping and gnashing of teeth in heaven, so how could you ever have golf in heaven?

     Heaven will be nothing like a eternal retirement village. I have never seen one that I wanted to spend much time in let alone eternity. In fact, heaven will be that place where we finally experience the fullness of adventure, creativity and fruitfulness we were made for. Jesus said, “To the one who conquers I will give a place with me on my throne, just as I myself conquered and sat down with my Father on His throne.” And, you can rest assured that the throne is not a La-Z-Boy. Part of the Reward of heaven is that we will finally see the full potential of each of use realized-including yours. There will be no unopened gifts in heaven. So why not ask yourself a couple of questions tonight:

-   What is my deepest dream?

-   How much passion do I experience in my daily life?

· What do I want my epitaph to say?

· How often do I take a risk that requires a power greater than my own.

· How am I using what the Lord of the Gift has given me?

You can drift: get up go to work, come home, eat supper, watch TV, retire and die. Or, you can take each moment and say “God this is yours.” He gave it to you anyway and the account will be settled. Work, worship, play and love so as to receive a reward. You may have lavish talents, resources of finances or networks or abilities that could produce great returns for the Lord of the Gift and you’re just sitting on them. They’re buried. It’s time for you to get in the game. I tell you without apology that investing al that you have for the kingdom of God is the greatest opportunity and you will experience the greatest reward you can imagine.

     You may feel that, from a human perspective, what you have to offer doesn’t count for much, that it will never be visible nor dramatic. Jesus made it clear, there is no truth in such a perspective. If the Lord of the Gift can take five loaves and two small fish and feed multitudes, or two mites given by an impoverished widow and make it the lead gift in a campaign, or take a stuttering fugitive named Moses and defy the greatest army and dictator in the world, if he can go from a blood stained cross to an empty tomb and if he can come down from eternity be born in a stable and establish a body that has encircled the world and is in every nook and cranny of it with twelve bumbling followers. What can he do with you or me?

       I had a wonderful friend in my first full time pastorate who told me, “Now that I am old and broken down all I can do is pray.’ Man could she pray. She moved mountains. I have a good friend that has told me many times, “I can’t do anything but make money.” Boy does he make money and he blesses hundreds of people with his generosity. I once knew a pastor who said, “All I am fit for is to show people how much I love Jesus.” You better bet ya that he showed a lot of people what it meant to love Jesus.

     The Lord of the Gift is a surprisingly resourceful person. He can take what you have to offer and make a difference that matters for eternity. He can take you if you’ll give you. Fill in the blank, “All I’ve got is ________” “All I can do is________” The Lord of the Reward is waiting. The Baby is born, the angels have sung. The Lord of the Gift has given, the Lord of the Settled account…will and the Lord of the Reward has it ready. Open it, experience it, use it…Merry Christmas. 
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