July 13 & 14, 2002

2 Peter 3: 8-13

“Steve Irwin “The Crocodile Hunter” Has It Too Easy.”

    All fields of endeavor seem to have an individual or a few individuals that define the field. In physics one might think of Einstein, computers…Bill Gates or Steven Jobs the founders of Microsoft and Apple. Popcorn…Orville Redenbacher, horror books and movies…Steven King, Hamburgers…Dave Thomas and then there are educational shows about crocodiles, poisonous vipers and spitting cobras, and the guy that defines that field is Steve Irwin, the director of the Australia Zoo and host of the wildly popular TV show, “The Crocodile Hunter.” Steve and his wife Terri are staring in the move, “The Crocodile Hunter: Collision Course” that just premiered this past Friday. It came with a “two-thumbs up” rating by Ebert and Roeper.

     If you have never seen this guy, let me tell you that he is certifiably nuts. He sneaks up on crocodiles, kisses their noses and these aren’t little bitty babies either... they are “great big old granddaddies with a mouth full of teeth and a horrible disposition.” Crikey mate, that sure was a big nasty ol’ crock. 

     However, I have found myself chewed upon by some nasty old crocodiles of my own and “Spitting Cobra’s… He hasn’t seen the kind of aggressive spitting vipers that seem to inhabit the environs of nearly every church on every corner. And, once they get their teeth sunk into ya’ and get the taste of blood down their gullet…well, they can get mighty nasty.

     I have seen Steve Irwin deal with some pretty nasty animals and Yes, he has had some close calls with crocodiles and been bitten by poisonous snakes. There was even a rumor several months ago that he had been killed while performing one of his “death defying stunts” with crocodiles but, Steve Irwin has it too easy. As difficult as his stunts and life seems to be, it is nothing compared to the danger and sure destruction that Peter speaks of in our scripture passage today. The elements will melt away, the heavens will disappear in a roar, the earth will be laid bare. It will occur quickly and there will be no warning. 

     In the midst of this description Peter asks the question, “Since everything will be destroyed in this way: what kind of people ought you to be? Well? What kind of person ought you to be? Notice that the question is not what kind of person were you or what kind of person are you but, what kind of person ought you to be? What kind of person do you aspire to be?

     When we are little children, we are often asked the question, “What do you want to be when you grow up?” That is essentially what Peter is asking these adults and it is a question that many of us should get into the habit of asking ourselves, “What kind of person do you want to be?”

     A few years ago the Oldsmobile division of General Motors ran a series of ads that were titled, “This is not your daddies Oldsmobile.” In that ad campaign they tried to convince today’s consumer that Oldsmobile was different, hip and on the cutting edge of style and performance. The only thing Oldsmobile was doing on the cutting edge was bleeding and just last year General Motors announced that they would soon be shutting down the Oldsmobile car line. Oldsmobile had changed but the relative position of Oldsmobile in relation to its competitors had not. Regardless of how they tried to talk their way out of being “Your daddies Oldsmobile,” they couldn’t because they were still, “Your daddies Oldsmobile.” Our kids will soon be going back to school and there would be some that would have us to believe that they are not your daddies schools, that everything has changed. Bosse High School has a new coat of paint, there is carpet on the floors instead of tile and the computer has replaced the slide rule, but it is largely your daddies school. Hey say that the more something changes the more it stays the same. Well the same cannot be true of the answer to Peter’s question, “What kind of person ought you to be?”

     First, you must be a changed and changing person. What you say, how you act, where you go, are all things that must be changed or in the process of changing. There is a need for a realignment in what floats your boat, turns your crank, and what pushes you buttons. Lets try a little experiment. Turn to the person next to you, behind you or in front of you and tell them about that new car you desire, the new job you interviewed for, how about that new relationship you find yourself in. For some of you, you can explain that great round of golf you had this past week or the vacation you are going on next week. Maybe you want to tell that person about the cute little thing that your grandchild did this week. If you made a great stock pick in the last three months, please for the love of goodness, let us in on it. Go ahead…share that little story.

     In a large part, we could tell any of those stories to a pure stranger. That is because each of those things have changed us, made us different people Each of those things turns us on, makes our face to shine and in fact as you spoke to one another, you were animated, sat up straighter, smiled broader. Now, could you talk in the same manner, with the same level of excitement, with the same depth of detail and clarity if the subject were Jesus? And, if not, why not? It may be because you don’t know him well enough or your relationship is not as vital as it need be. Maybe he doesn’t float your boat or perhaps he has not changed you or doesn’t excite you like that car, stock pick or grandchild does. Perhaps your knowledge or faith is not your own. 

Maybe your ad campaign would say, “This is not your daddies faith or knowledge.” But maybe, just maybe it is. 

     What sort of person ought you to be? You ought to be a person who is changed or changing.

     Secondly, you must be a person of impact. Those who impact us the most are the ones who collide with our status quo most forcefully. In Paul Zimmerman’s “Thinking Man’s Guide to Pro Football,” he explains that if you take a 240 pound lineman (capable of running 100 yards in 11 seconds) and cause him to collide with a 240 pound running back (capable of running 100 yards in 10 seconds) the resulting release of kinetic energy is capable of moving 66,000 pounds, 33 tons, one inch. Former Detroit Lions linebacker Joe Schmidt reportedly had to cope with blows that registered at 5,780 G forces. Joe Namath, the hall of fame quarterback for the New York Jets at fifty years old had difficulty putting one foot in front of the other and the late Merlin Olson at forty had such debilitating arthritis in both knees that he often would sit for days at a time because it was much easier and much less painful than to get up and move around. Our bodies were not designed to handle collisions of such magnitude but we are wired spiritually to be impacted and to impact others with a force far greater than two pro football players can.

     There are four characteristics of persons who impact us the most. They are:

1. Consistency- that means we are not a flash in a pan. The consistent Christian is one who is unaffected by the fickle winds of popular opinion or political correctness. We ought to be a consistent people, consistent in our love, consistent in our offer of grace and mercy, and consistent in our belief in the presence and power of Jesus Christ to save and provide peace.

2. Authentic- I just recently acquired a Shaquille O’Neil rookie Jersey from the Orlando Magic. In the case was a certificate of authenticity. That certificate attests to the fact that it is the genuine article. The certificate of authenticity for each Christian is the tangible and intangible effects of the Spirit of God in our lives. It means that we are real to the core, unhypocritical, not chrome plated and the genuine stuff right down to the nub.

3. Tireless- It is my belief that real Christianity exemplifies itself in a relentless determination to spend ones self. A person with spiritual impact is tremendously enthusiastic about their labor and unconcerned about obstacles. On the day I die, it is my intention to have expended every ounce of strength that the Lord has blessed me with. There will be no leftovers.

4. Unselfishness- Those who impact us the most think of themselves the least. I was always told that the way to get everything you want is to make sure that everyone around you gets everything they want. You can only get that accomplished when you are absolutely self-less.

     I have found that there are a couple of ways that we might get those things accomplished. It is not just good enough to give a destination but you must also provide a path to get there. The path to consistency, authenticity, tirelessness and unselfishness is found in choosing the following guidepost attitudes for your life.

     First, Start by getting a better perspective. Some call this learning to see things from a God perspective. Humans have a tendency to get caught up in the minutia, God perspective has a little different view. We see actions, God sees the heart. We see here (Hand to eyes)…God see there. (Hands outstretched.

       Second, Don’t isolate your problems.  Rely on the promises. His Grace is sufficient for us, he provides for all of our needs, he sees the bigger picture and has a wonderful plan for us all. When we isolate our problems we always make them bigger than they are. (You only have two things to worry about.)

     Third, Consider the difficulties in light of the blessings. Paul was convinced that the momentary afflictions could not begin to compare with the glory that God had planned for him. He was right.

Fourth, Emphasize thankfulness. Then make your needs known. I think one of the reasons that this is emphasized in scripture time and again, that we are to make our needs made known to God, is because when we voice them and we hear them we so often begin to notice how trivialized we become in our needs. Sometimes I think God has to just sit there and ask, “You want what?” I got all this…and you ask for that?

Fifth, Enjoy the Results. We are so often up and off to the next “thing” that we vary rarely take the time just to revel in the results. Several years ago, when Jay seemed to never get filled up, he used to push away from lunch and with a seriousness that was as serious as a heart attack would ask, “What are we having for supper?” Jay had a good reason for that he had a hollow leg just like every 14 year old boy. We always said that Jay never really had a meal he just grazed from the time he woke up till he went to sleep. But I know for a fact, that Jay never really enjoyed a meal then because he was always onto the next one. Brothers and Sisters if you are to gain any of the peace or experience any of the joy, stop, drop and roll, stop, look and listen, whatever it takes, enjoy the results of a life redeemed by the savior, of a course changed by the Holy Spirit, and an eternity secured by his sacrifice. “That is the sort of person we ought to be.” Let Us Pray

LifeLifters: Come Just as You are.

8:45: I Surrender All

11:00- Change My Heart, O God.
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