April 7, 2001

“Is God Still Talking?”


Technology is becoming my native language. I am wired and in contact wherever I go. I guess it all started back in 1985. Gayle and I had just purchased a home in Moores Hill Indiana. Our deacon board got together and threw us a house warming party. (Actually, I think it was just a way for them to get into our home in a group to check it out.) After a very nice cook-out and fellowship time one Friday evening, our closest confidant and friend of the group Nelson, went to his car and brought in a small package and gave it to us and stated that this was a house warming gift from the deacon board. When we opened the present we realized we had been presented with the very latest and hottest piece of technology on the market. The deacon board had given us a cordless phone. We were happy to have this new gadget in our house until one of the other deacons exclaimed, “Now we can even get hold of you in the bathroom.” All illusions and realities of privacy had vanished in one “I was just kidding,” statements. But alas, “I was just kidding” statements are never really about kidding. He could have and probably should have said, “I’m just being serious!”


Seventeen years later I have a cell phone, pager, voicemail, fax, e-mail, laptop, desktop and pocket PC. I am connected in ways that I never imagined being connected- and lately I have been wondering where all this equipment and connectivity is leading me. Perhaps you ought to think about where all your connections are leading you. The real intriguing question is, “Does all this technology and connectedness really assist us in communicating?” If God is talking, are we capable of listening? 


Even the Amish are wrestling with the issues of religion, technology and hearing from God. Amish settlements are almost a cliché for refusing technology. Tens of thousands of people wear identical, homemade clothing, cultivate rich fields with horse drawn machinery and live in housing lacking that basic modern spirit called electricity. But, the Amish do use such 21st century technologies as disposable diapers, in-line skates and gas barbecue grills. Some call this combination paradoxical, even contradictory. 


Several months ago I was driving through southwest Indiana Amish country with an old friend who incidentally represents the Amish in the Indiana general assembly. At one farm we passed, a woman was sitting a hundred yards from her house on the edge of a kitchen garden. She wore the garb of a traditional Old Order, a long unadorned blue dress sheathed by an apron. Her hair was covered by a prayer bonnet. She was sitting at the edge of her garden, alone, the very image of a technology-free simplicity. But she was holding her hand up to her ear. She appeared completely engaged in something. My friend stated, “Whenever you see an Amish woman sitting in a field like that, she’s probably talking on a cell phone.” “It is a controversy in the making,” he said. This is very interesting, in fact, if you know any Amish history. In the 1920’s a dispute over the role of the phone was the principal issue behind a division in the church that drove one-fifth of the Old Order Amish to leave their church.

     Much of our existence is about talking and listening. The sad fact is that most all of us are much better at talking than listening. It has been said that God intended for us to listen twice as much as we speak. After all, he gave us one mouth and two ears. So the important question for us to consider today is not really “Is God Still talking?” But rather, “If he is talking, are we capable of listening?”
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